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THE GLORIA 
Glory to God in the highest,  
and on earth peace to people of good will. 
We praise you,  
we bless you,  
we adore you,  
we glorify you,  
we give you thanks for your great glory,  
Lord God, heavenly King,  
O God, almighty Father. 
 

Lord Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son, 
Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father,  
you take away the sins of the world,  
have mercy on us;  
you take away the sins of the world,  
receive our prayer; 
you are seated at the right hand of the Father,  
have mercy on us. 
 

For you alone are the Holy One,  
you alone are the Lord,  
you alone are the Most High,  
Jesus Christ,  
with the Holy Spirit,  
In the glory of God the Father. Amen. 
 

FIRST READING A reading from the first book of the Kings (17:10-16) 

 

Elijah the Prophet went off to Sidon.  And when he reached 
the city gate, there was a widow gathering sticks; 
addressing her he said, ‘Please bring a little water in a 
vessel for me to drink.’  She was setting off to bring it when 
he called after her.  ‘Please’ he said ‘bring me a scrap of 
bread in your hand.’  ‘As the  
 

Lord your God lives,’ she replied ‘I have no baked bread, 
but only a handful of meal in a jar and a little oil in a jug; I 
am just gathering a stick or two to go and prepare this for 
myself and my son to eat, and then we shall die.’  But Elijah 
said to her, ‘Do not be afraid, go and do as you have said; 
but first make a little scone of it for me and bring it to me, 
and then make some for yourself and for your son.  For 
thus the Lord speaks, the God of Israel: 
 

“Jar of meal shall not be spent, 
jug of oil shall not be emptied, 
before the day when the Lord sends 
rain on the face of the earth.”’ 
 

The woman went and did as Elijah told her and they ate the 
food, she, himself and her son.  The jar of meal was not 
spent nor the jug of oil emptied, just as the Lord had 
foretold through Elijah. The word of the Lord. 
 

R. My soul, give praise to the Lord. 
 

It is the Lord who keeps faith for ever, 
who is just to those who are oppressed. 
It is he who gives bread to the hungry, 

the Lord, who sets prisoners free.  R. 
 

It is the Lord who gives sight to the blind, 
who raises up those who are bowed down. 
It is the Lord who loves the just, 
the Lord, who protects the stranger.  R. 
 

The Lord upholds the widow and orphan 
but thwarts the path of the wicked. 
The Lord will reign for ever, 
Zion’s God, from age to age.  R. 
 

SECOND READING A reading from the letter to the Hebrews  
 

It is not as though Christ had entered a man-made 
sanctuary which was only modelled on the real one; but it 
was heaven itself, so that he could appear in the actual 
presence of God on our behalf.  And he does not have to 
offer himself again and again, like the high priest going into 
the sanctuary year after year with the blood that is not his 
own, or else he would have had to suffer over and over 
again since the world began.  Instead of that, he has made 
his appearance once and for all, now at the end of the last 
age, to do away with sin by sacrificing himself.  Since men 
only die once, and after that comes judgement, so Christ, 
too, offers himself only once to  
 

take the faults of many on himself, and when he appears a 
second time, it will not be to deal with sin but to reward 
with salvation those who are waiting for him. The word of 
the Lord. 
 

Alleluia, alleluia! Even if you have to die, says the Lord, 
keep faithful, and I will give you the crown of life. Alleluia! 
 

THE HOLY GOSPEL A reading from the holy Gospel according to 

Mark (12:38-44) 
 

In his teaching Jesus said, ‘Beware of the scribes who like to 
walk about in long robes, to be greeted obsequiously in the 
market squares, to take the front seats in the synagogues 
and the places of honour at banquets; these are the men 
who swallow the property of widows, while making a show 
of lengthy prayers.  The more severe will be the sentence 

they receive.’ 
 

He sat down opposite the treasury and watched the people 
putting money into the treasury, and many of the rich put 
in a great deal.  A poor widow came and put in two small 
coins, the equivalent of a penny.  Then he called his 
disciples and said to them, ‘I tell you solemnly, this poor 
widow has put more in than all who have contributed to 
the treasury; for they have all put in money they had over, 
but she from the little she had has put in everything she 
possessed, all she had to live on.’ The Gospel of the Lord. 
 

The Nicene Creed 
 

I believe in one God,  
the Father almighty,  
maker of heaven and earth,  
of all things visible and invisible. 
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I believe in one Lord Jesus Christ,  
the Only Begotten Son of God,  
born of the Father before all ages.  
God from God, Light from Light,  
true God from true God,  
begotten, not made,  
consubstantial with the Father;  
through him all things were made.  
For us men and for our salvation  
he came down from heaven,  
and by the Holy Spirit was incarnate (all Bow until man) 

of the Virgin Mary,  
and became man. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate, 
he suffered death and was buried,  
and rose again on the third day  
in accordance with the Scriptures.  
He ascended into heaven  
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  
He will come again in glory  
to judge the living and the dead  
and his kingdom will have no end. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,  
who with the Father and the Son is adored and 
glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. 
 

I believe in one, holy, catholic and apostolic Church.  
I confess one baptism for the forgiveness of sins  
and I look forward to the resurrection of the dead 
and the life of the world to come.  Amen. 
 

What is the impact of climate change? 
Extreme weather events are already more intense, 
threatening lives and livelihoods.  With further 
warming, some regions could become uninhabitable, 
as farmland turns into desert. In other regions, the 
opposite is happening, with extreme rainfall causing 
historic flooding - as seen recently in China, Germany, 
Belgium and the Netherlands. 
 

People in poorer countries will suffer the most as they 
do not have the money to adapt to climate change. 
Many farms in developing countries already have to 
endure climates that are too hot and this will only get 
worse. 
 

Our oceans and its habitats are also under threat. The 
Great Barrier Reef in Australia, for example, has 
already lost half of its corals since 1995 due to 
warmer seas driven by climate change. 
Wildfires are becoming more frequent as climate 
change increases the risk of hot, dry weather. And as 
frozen ground melts in places like Siberia, greenhouse 

gases trapped for centuries will be released into the 
atmosphere, worsening climate change. 
 

In a warmer world, animals will find it harder to find 
the food and water they need to live. For example, 
polar bears could die out as the ice they rely on melts 
away, and elephants will struggle to find the 150-300 
litres of water a day they need.  Scientists believe at 
least 550 species could be lost this century if action is 
not taken. 
 

How will different parts of the world be affected? 
Climate change has different effects in different areas 
of the world. Some places will warm more than 
others, some will receive more rainfall and others will 
face more droughts. 
 

If temperature rise cannot be kept within 1.5C: 
The UK and Europe will be vulnerable to flooding 
caused by extreme rainfall. Countries in the Middle 
East will experience extreme heatwaves and farmland 
could turn to desert. Island nations in the Pacific 
region could disappear under rising seas. 
Many African nations are likely to suffer droughts and 
food shortages. Drought conditions are likely in the 
western US, while other areas will see more intense 
storms. Australia is likely to suffer extremes of heat 
and drought. 
 

What are governments doing? 
Countries agree climate change can only be tackled by 
working together, and in a landmark agreement in 
Paris in 2015, they pledged to try to keep global 
warming to 1.5C. 
 

The UK is hosting a summit for world leaders, called 
COP26, in November, where countries will set out 
their carbon reduction plans for 2030. Many countries 
have pledged to get to net zero by 2050. This means 
reducing greenhouse gas emissions as much as 
possible and balancing out remaining emissions by 
absorbing an equivalent amount from the 
atmosphere. Experts agree that this is achievable, but 
it will require governments, businesses and individuals 
to make big changes. 
 

What can individuals do? 
Major changes need to come from governments and 
businesses, but scientists say some small changes in 
our lives can limit our impact on the climate: 

• Take fewer flights 

• Live car-free or use an electric car 

• Buy energy efficient products, such as washing 
machines, when they need replacing 

• Switch from a gas heating system to an electric 
heat pump 

• Insulate your home.                             From the BBC Website 
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