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Rejoice in the Lord always and 
again I say rejoice. 

 

Forgive us Lord, when hope was lost and for 
moments, we never thought to trust. 
 
Kyrie eleison, Kyrie eleison, Kyrie eleison 
 
Forgive us Lord, when peace was lost and for 
moments, we never thought to love  
 
Christe eleison, Christe eleison, Christe eleison,  
 
Forgive us Lord, when joy was lost and for moments, 
we never thought to laugh. 
 
Kyrie eleison, Kyrie eleison, Kyrie eleison 
 
FIRST READING A reading from the prophet Zephaniah 
(3:14-18) 
 
Shout for joy, daughter of Zion, 
Israel, shout aloud! 
Rejoice, exult with all your heart, 
daughter of Jerusalem! 
The Lord has repealed your sentence; 
he has driven your enemies away. 
The Lord, the king of Israel, is in your midst; 
you have no more evil to fear, 
do not let your hands fall limp. 
The Lord your God is in your midst, 
a victorious warrior. 
He will exult with joy over you, 
he will renew you by his love; 
he will dance with shouts of joy for you 
as on a day of festival. 
The word of the Lord. 
 
RESPONSORIAL PSALM (Is 12:2-6. R. v.6) 
 

R. Sing and shout for joy  for great in your midst is 
the Holy One of Israel. 
 
Truly, God is my salvation, 
I trust, I shall not fear. 
For the Lord is my strength, my song, 

he became my saviour. 
With joy you will draw water 
from the wells of salvation  R. 
 
Give thanks to the Lord, give praise to his name! 
Make his mighty deeds known to the peoples! 
Declare the greatness of his name.  R. 
 
Sing a psalm to the Lord 
for he has done glorious deeds, 
make them known to all the earth! 
People of Zion, sing and shout for joy 
for great in your midst is the Holy One of Israel.  R. 
 
SECOND READING A reading from the letter of St Paul to 
the Philippians (4:4-7) 
 

I want you to be happy, always happy in the Lord; I repeat, 
what I want is your happiness.  Let your tolerance be 
evident to everyone: the Lord is very near.  There is no 
need to worry; but if there is anything you need, pray for it, 
asking God for it with prayer and thanksgiving, and that 
peace of God, which is so much greater than we can 
understand, will guard your hearts and your thoughts, in 
Christ Jesus. The word of the Lord. 
 
Gospel Acclamation  
 

Alleluia, alleluia! The spirit of the Lord has been 
given to me. He has sent me to bring good news 
to the poor. Alleluia! 

 
THE HOLY GOSPEL A reading from the holy Gospel 
according to Luke (3:10-18) 
 



Our Lady of Loretto and St Michael Musselburgh 
THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT  

Year C 

Scripture readings from the Jerusalem Bible are published and copyright©1966, 1967 and 1968 by Darton, Longman & Todd, Ltd and 
Doubleday, a division of Random House, Inc. Text of the Psalms: Copyright © 1963, The Grail (England) 

 
 

When all the people asked John, ‘What must we do?’ he 
answered, ‘If anyone has two tunics he must share with the 
man who has none, and the one with something to eat 
must do the same.’  There were tax collectors too who 
came for baptism, and these said to him, ‘Master what 
must we do?’  He said to them, ‘Exact no more than your 
rate.’  Some soldiers asked him in their turn, ‘What about 
us?  What must we do?  He said to them, ‘No intimidation! 
No extortion!  Be content with your pay!’ 
 
A feeling of expectancy had grown among the people, who 
were beginning to think that John might be the Christ, so 
John declared before them all, ‘I baptise you with water, 
but someone is coming, someone who is more powerful 
than I am, and I am not fit to undo the strap of his sandals; 
he will baptise you with the Holy Spirit and fire.  His 
winnowing fan is in his hand to clear his threshing-floor and 
to gather the wheat into his barn; but the chaff he will burn 
in a fire that will never go out.’  As well as this, there were 
many other things he said to exhort the people and to 
announce the Good News to them. The Gospel of the Lord. 
 
The Nicene Creed 
 

I believe in one God,  
the Father almighty,  
maker of heaven and earth,  
of all things visible and invisible. 
 

I believe in one Lord Jesus Christ,  
the Only Begotten Son of God,  
born of the Father before all ages.  
God from God, Light from Light,  
true God from true God,  
begotten, not made,  
consubstantial with the Father;  
through him all things were made.  
For us men and for our salvation  
he came down from heaven,  
and by the Holy Spirit was incarnate (all Bow until 
man) 
of the Virgin Mary,  
and became man. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate, 
he suffered death and was buried,  
and rose again on the third day  
in accordance with the Scriptures.  
He ascended into heaven  
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  
He will come again in glory  
to judge the living and the dead  
and his kingdom will have no end. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,  

who with the Father and the Son is adored and 
glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. 
 

I believe in one, holy, catholic and apostolic Church.  
I confess one baptism for the forgiveness of sins  
and I look forward to the resurrection of the dead 
and the life of the world to come.  Amen. 
 
Gaudete Sunday  
 
On this, the third Sunday of Advent or Gaudete 
Sunday, we sense a definite mood change. The 
austerity of what can be a sombre though hope-
filled penitential season is replaced by a shift of 
emphasis. We see a burst of colour appearing at 
the Mass today as rose-coloured vestments 
replace the violet and we are enjoined at the 
Introit to: Rejoice in the Lord and again I say 
rejoice or Gaudete in Domino semper, hence 
Gaudete Sunday.  But why this shift in emphasis? 
We are edging that bit nearer to celebrating the 
coming of Our Lord at Christmas, that is 
undeniably true, but looking at today’s Gospel we 
also see that we have built upon last week’s 
message of preparation in Luke’s Gospel and now 
we see John the Baptist actively proclaiming the 
Coming.  ‘I baptize you with water, but he who is 
mightier than I is coming.’ John the Baptist’s 
proclamation is sure and certain, filled with hope 
and, one must assume, wholly joyful. Can we also 
feel in the depths of our hearts such joy as we hear 
this news? 
 
To prepare meaningfully for Christmas can be 
exceedingly difficult. We must ask ourselves 
whether, amidst the tumult of our everyday 
lives – the rush to find the right presents, get the 
cards away on time, attend the obligatory 
functions – we are allowing ourselves to find the 
time to truly prepare and, more dauntingly 
perhaps, truly proclaim this wonderful news. That 
Christ dwells in us, each and every one, and that, 
in little over a week, we will celebrate the most 
astonishing and wonderful event that is Christ’s 
birth here in our midst, should truly fill us with 
such joy and peace. However, it can only do so if 
we allow ourselves the time to reflect, to pray and 
to prepare. Only then will we, like John the 
Baptist, be so moved by the Spirit that we will also 
wish to proclaim this blessed coming of our Lord 
and Saviour Jesus Christ in a world that greatly 
needs to hear His message of salvation. 

Graham Hunt OP 


