Our Lady of Loretto & St Michael with St Martin of Tours
SEVENTH SUNDAY OF EASTER

The Gloria
Glory to God in the highest,
and on earth peace to people of good will.

We praise you,

we bless you,

we adore you,

we glorify you,

we give you thanks for your great glory,
Lord God heavenly King,

O God, almighty Father.

Lord Jesus Christ, Only begotten Son,

Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father,
you take away the sins of the world,

have mercy on us;

you take away the sins of the world,

receive our prayer;

you are seated at the right hand of the Father,
have mercy on us.

For you alone are the Holy One,

you alone are the Lord,

you alone are the most high, Jesus Christ,
with the Holy Spirit,

In the glory of God the Father.
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FIRST READING A reading from the Acts of the Apostles

o

Stephen, filled with the Holy Spirit, gazed into heaven and
saw the glory of God, and Jesus standing at God'’s right hand.
‘l can see heaven thrown open’ he said ‘and the Son of Man
standing at the right hand of God.” At this all the members of
the council shouted out and stopped their ears with their
hands; then they all rushed at him, sent him out of the city
and stoned him. The witnesses put down their clothes at
the feet of a young man called Saul. As they were stoning
him, Stephen said in invocation, ‘Lord Jesus, receive my
spirit.” Then he knelt down and said aloud, ‘Lord do not hold
this sin against them’; and with these words he fell asleep.
The word of the Lord.

Responsorial Psalm (Ps 96:1-2,6-7,9. R. vv. 1-9)

(YRC)

R. The Lord is king, most high above all the earth.

The Lord is king, let earth rejoice,
the many coastlands be glad.
His throne is justice and right. R.

The skies proclaim his justice;
all peoples see his glory.
All you spirits, worship him. R.

For you indeed are the Lord
most high above all the earth
exalted far above all spirits. R.

SECOND READING A reading from the book of the
Apocalypse (22:12-14, 16-17,20)

I, John, heard a voice speaking to me: ‘Very soon now, | shall
be with you again, bringing the reward to be given to every
man according to what he deserves. | am the Alpha and the
Omega, the First and the Last, the Beginning and the End.
Happy are those who will have washed their robes clean, so
that they will have the right to feed on the tree of life and
can come through the gates into the city.’

I, Jesus, have sent my angel to make these revelations to you
for the sake of the churches. | am of David’s line, the root of
David and the bright star of the morning.

The Spirit and the Bride say, ‘Come.” Let everyone who
listens answer, ‘Come.” Then let all who are thirsty come; all
who want it may have the water of life, and have it free.

The one who guarantees these revelations repeats his
promise: | shall indeed be with you soon. Amen; come, Lord
Jesus. The word of the Lord.

Gospel Acclamation (Cf. Jn 14:18)

Allelua, alleluia! I will not leave you orphans, say the
Lord; | will come back to you, and your hearts will be
full of joy. Alleluia!

GOSPEL A reading from the holy Gospel according to
John (17:20-26)

Jesus raised his eyes to heaven and said:

‘Holy Father,

| pray not only for these,

but for those also

who through their words will believe in me.

May they all be one.

Father, may they be one in us

asyou are in me and | am in you,

so that the world may believe it was you who sent me.
I have given them the glory you gave to me,

that they may be one as we are one.
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With me in them and you in me,

may they be so completely one

that the world will realise that it was you who sent me
and that | have loved them as much as you love me.

Father,

| want those you have given me

to be with me where | am,

so that they may always see the glory
you have given me

because you loved me

before the foundation of the world.
Father, Righteous One.

the world has not known you,

but | have known you,

and these have known

that you have sent me.

I have made your name known to them
and will continue to make it known,

so that the love with which you loved me may be in them,
and so that | may be in them.’

The Gospel of the Lord.

The Apostles Creed

| believe in God, the Father almighty,
Creator of heaven and earth,

and in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord
(All Bow until Mary)

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died and was buried;
he descended into hell;

on the third day he rose again from the dead;

he ascended into heaven,

and is seated at the right hand of God the Father
almighty;

from there he will come to judge the living and the
dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,

the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,
and life everlasting. Amen.

(YRC)
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Prayer is everything in the Christian Life as it
establishes and maintains our relationship with
God. In so doing it opens us to God’s will, guidance
and energy. | believe we can grow as a Church: we
are already growing in the number of people
coming to mass and we want that to continue. To
do that everything we do well (and there is plenty)
we need to do better. To achieve that then we
need to grow in faith and spirituality.

As | have mentioned before; in prayer we put
down roots to draw upon God’s vitality. It is in
God'’s life that we live our Christian lives, so above
all else its more of his life that we need on a daily
basis (hence the important spiritual tradition of
daily mass). Our mission was deliberately set as a
preparation for Pentecost as we seek to be
renewed by the Holy Spirit — The Lord and giver of
Life.
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