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GLORIA 
 
Glory to God in the highest,  
and on earth peace to people of good will. 
 

We praise you,  
we bless you,  
we adore you,  
we glorify you,  
we give you thanks for your great glory,  
Lord God heavenly King,  
O God, almighty Father. 
 

Lord Jesus Christ, Only begotten Son, 
Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father,  
you take away the sins of the world,  
have mercy on us;  
you take away the sins of the world,  
receive our prayer; 
you are seated at the right hand of the Father,  
have mercy on us. 
 

For you alone are the Holy One,  
you alone are the Lord,  
you alone are the most high,  
Jesus Christ,  
with the Holy Spirit, 
in the glory of God the Father.  Amen 
 
FIRST READING A reading from the prophet Isaiah  (25:6-
10) 
 
On this mountain,  
the Lord of hosts will prepare for all people 
a banquet of rich food, a banquet of fine wines, 
of food rich and juicy, of fine strained wines. 
On this mountain he will remove 
the mourning veil covering all peoples, 
and the shroud enwrapping all nations, 
he will destroy Death for ever. 
The Lord will wipe away 
the tears from every cheek; 
he will take away his people’s shame 
everywhere on earth, 
for the Lord has said so. 
That day, it will be said: See, this is our God 
in whom we hoped for salvation; 
the Lord is the one in whom we hoped. 
We exult and we rejoice 
that he has saved us; 
for the hand of the Lord 
rests on this mountain. 
The word of the Lord. 
 

Responsorial Psalm 
 

R. In the Lord’s own house shall I dwell 
for ever and ever. 
 

 

The Lord is my shepherd; 
there is nothing I shall want. 
Fresh and green are the pastures 
where he gives me repose. 
Near restful waters he leads me, 
to revive my drooping spirit.  R. 
 

He guides me along the right path; 
he is true to his name. 
If I should walk in the valley of darkness 
no evil would I fear. 
You are there with your crook and your staff; 
with these you give me comfort.  R. 
 

You have prepared a banquet for me 
in the sight of my foes. 
My head you have anointed with oil; 
my cup is overflowing.  R. 
 

Surely goodness and kindness shall follow me 
all the days of my life. 
In the Lord’s own house shall I dwell 
for ever and ever. R. 
 

SECOND READING A reading from the letter of St Paul to 
the Philippians (4:12-14,19-20) 
 

I know how to be poor and I know how to be rich too.  I 
have been through my initiation and now I am ready for 
anything anywhere: full stomach or empty stomach, 
poverty and plenty.  There is nothing I cannot master with 
the help of the One who gives me strength.  All the same, it 
was good of you to share with me in my hardships.  In 
return my God will fulfil all your needs, in Christ Jesus, as 
lavishly as only God can.  Glory to God, our Father, for ever 
and ever.  Amen. The word of the Lord. 
 

Alleluia, alleluia! The Word has made flesh and lived 
among us; to all who did accept him he gave power to 
become children of God. Alleluia! 
 

GOSPEL A reading from holy Gospel according to Matthew 
 

Jesus said to the chief priests and elders of the people: ‘The 
kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who gave a 
feast for his son’s wedding.  He sent his servants to call 
those who had been invited, but they would not come.  
Next he sent some more servants.  “Tell those who have 
been invited” he said “that I have my banquet all prepared, 
my oxen and fattened cattle have been slaughtered, 
everything is ready.  Come to the wedding.”  But they were 
not interested: one went off to his farm, another to his 
business, and the rest seized his servants, maltreated them 
and killed them.  The king was furious.  He despatched his 
troops, destroyed those murderers and burnt their town.   
 
Then he said to his servants, “The wedding is ready; but as 
those who were invited proved to be unworthy, go to the 
crossroads in the town and invite everyone you can find to 
the wedding.”  So these servants went out on to the roads 
and collected together everyone they could find, bad and 
good alike; and the wedding hall was filled with guests. 

To grow as Christians, we need to think, to live positively St John XIII puts it like this: Consult not your fears but your hopes and 
your dreams. Think not about your frustrations, but about your unfulfilled potential. Concern yourself not with what you tried and 
failed in, but with what it is still possible for you to do. 
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When the king came in to look at the guests he noticed one 
man who was not wearing a wedding garment, and said to 
him, “How did you get in here, my friend, without a 
wedding garment?”  And the man was silent.  Then the king 
said to the attendants, “Bind him hand and foot and throw 
him out into the dark, where there will be weeping and 
grinding of teeth.”  For many are called, but few are 
chosen.’ The Gospel of the Lord. 
 

The Nicene Creed 
 

I believe in one God,  
the Father almighty,  
maker of heaven and earth,  
of all things visible and invisible. 
 

I believe in one Lord Jesus Christ,  
the Only Begotten Son of God,  
born of the Father before all ages.  
God from God, Light from Light,  
true God from true God,  
begotten, not made,  
consubstantial with the Father;  
through him all things were made.  
For us men and for our salvation  
he came down from heaven,  
(all Bow until man) 
and by the Holy Spirit was incarnate of the Virgin 
Mary, and became man. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate, 
he suffered death and was buried,  
and rose again on the third day  
in accordance with the Scriptures.  
He ascended into heaven  
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  
He will come again in glory  
to judge the living and the dead  
and his kingdom will have no end. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit,  
the Lord, the giver of life,  
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,  
who with the Father and the Son 
is adored and glorified,  
who has spoken through the prophets. 
 

I believe in one, holy, catholic and apostolic Church.   
I confess one baptism for the forgiveness of sins  
and I look forward to the resurrection of the dead 
and the life of the world to come.  Amen 
 

A Litany for Peace 

Good God, gracious Father, creator of us all, 
have mercy on us. 
O Jesus, Son of God and Son of Man, our brother, 
have mercy on us. 
True Spirit, moving over us, Lord and giver of life, 
have mercy on us. 

Look at our world, broken by sin. 
Look at our hearts, broken in grief. 
Look at our minds, shaken in confusion. 
Have mercy on us. 
Forgive our shortsightedness and open our eyes. 
Forgive our hate and empower us to love. 
Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin 
against us. 
Have mercy on us. 
On those who are angry, 
on those who are hurting, 
on those who are weary, 
on those who work for peace, 
on those who protect and serve, 
on those who suffer loss, 
on those who are vulnerable, 
have mercy, Lord. 
Give wisdom to those who lead, 
give patience to those who wait, 
give healing to those who hurt. 
Have mercy, Lord. 
Father, you made every people and nation of 
humanity, 
have mercy. 
Jesus, you took on human flesh and became the 
brother of the human race, 
have mercy. 
Holy Spirit, you moved the apostles to speak the 
languages of all nations, 
have mercy. 
See our world and our nation. 
Help the helpless, 
strengthen the weak, 
soften the hardened, 
warm the loveless, 
cool the angry, 
cleanse our hearts. 
Have Mercy! 
Father and maker of all, you let this world stand 
because you are gracious. Work that same grace 
within us that we love because you first loved us, 
Amen. 
Jesus, Saviour of all people and lover of all souls, show 
us what love is yet again by setting your selfless love. 
Empower us to love, forgive, and give us your peace. 
Amen. 
Holy Spirit, you caused Scripture to be written that we 
might learn love that is the fulfillment of the law. 
Move us to put our faith and hope to work with an 
active love, that we listen before speaking, think 
before acting, and consider the needs of others before 
our own. 
Amen. 
 

The true and solid peace of nations consists not in equality of arms, but in mutual trust alone. John XIII 


