The Camiino de Santiago

On Monday | head off to Spain to begin my 100km pilgrimage
along the ancient pilgrim way. This journeys along the north of
Spain from France - although | will only be doing the last part
of the journey this year. Keep me (my feet and my knees) in
your prayers as | carry your intentions to the shrine of the
Apostle James. While the sponsored walk was not my original
intention nevertheless its away to raise much needed
resources for good causes. My thanks for your support. Fr B

El Camifio de Santiago or The Way of St. James is a network of pilgrims' ways leading to the
shrine of St James the Apostle in the cathedral of Santiago de Compostela in northwestern Spain.

Santiago is one of the three important pilgrimage cities of Christianity, alongside Jerusalem and
Rome. When European Christians saw that their faith was threatened by the advance of Islam, they
asserted it by pilgrimaging to the recently discovered Sepulchre of the Apostle Saint James, in the
ninth century. This is how, step by step, routes that led to Santiago were created, thus establishing a
type of union between the different European countries and regions. The 12th and 13th centuries
were the golden age of pilgrimages to Santiago. Later, during the Renaissance and Reformation,
the Saint James phenomenon suffered attacks, but it managed to survive, albeit with a lower influx
of pilgrims.

Interest in the Camifio, has grown during the 20th century until the present, when pilgrimaging is
strong and on the rise. It has been the subject of film, TV and literature capturing the imagination of
millions, Catholic and non-Catholic, religious and agnostic alike.

Why pilgrimage?

My intention wasn’t to go on a sponsored walk (that came later) but undertake a pilgrimage
combining penance, thanksgiving and seeking spiritual renewal. That is still my primary goal.
Pilgrimage is a significant spiritual or religious journey to a sacred site, offering us profound
benefits, including deepening our relationship with God, seeking spiritual healing, and atonement for
sins. It acts as a physical manifestation of faith, fostering a sense of community, enabling self-
reflection, and providing a break from daily life to focus on spiritual growth.

As any of our pilgrims to Lourdes will testify Pilgrimage:

Deepens Faith & Connection: Pilgrims often visit holy sites to feel closer to God and to experience
the context of their faith's history firsthand.

Atonement and Penance: Some pilgrimages, are undertaken to show repentance for sins or to
perform a required act of penance.

Healing and Transformation: Individuals may travel to places associated with miracles, such as
Lourdes, in search of physical or spiritual healing.

Community and Unity: Pilgrimages, bring together people from diverse backgrounds, fostering a
sense of universal communion, equality, and shared identity.

Renewal and Self-Reflection: Stepping away from normal daily routines allows for contemplation,
spiritual renewal, and a detachment from worldly distractions.

PILGRIM’S PRAYER

Saint James, Apostle, chosen among the first. You were the first to drink the Cup of the Master and
you are the great protector of pilgrims; make us strong in faith and happy in hope on our pilgrim
journey following the path of Christian life and sustain us so that we may finally reach the glory of
God the Father. Amen.

Once more my thank to all of you for your prayerful support and I look forward to seeing you all on
my return.
Fr Basil
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