
 

 

Parish Roof Update 
 

After years of ongoing roof leaks, work began in the church in January to make the affected 
plasterwork safe, especially above the Our Lady Chapel. Since then, we have been working with 
Adams Napier, our appointed Chartered Building Surveyors, to prepare for the next stage of 
repairs. 
 

We have obtained Listed Building Consent and Planning Consent from East Lothian Council, as well 
as permission from the Archdiocese, to proceed with repairs to the areas identified as requiring 
immediate and urgent attention. 
 

Following a tender process led by Adams Napier, Tait & Mapp Roofing and Plastering have been 
awarded the contract. They are experienced and have completed other work for the Archdiocese 
with good results. 
 

Work is due to start on 25th May 2026 and is expected to take around six weeks. Repairs will be 
carried out across all three buildings to ensure they are wind and watertight before winter. There 
will be some disruption while work is underway (including scaffolding and noise at times), and we 
will keep parishioners updated. The total cost, including labour, materials and professional fees, is 
£144,000 plus VAT or £172.800. 
 

Thank you to everyone who has already supported the appeal, whether through donations, 
fundraising or prayer. Your generosity has helped us reach this point, and it is sincerely 
appreciated. 
 

We have made a start towards meeting the cost of these repairs, but we now need the whole 
parish involved to carry the project through. If each household that is able could give even a 
modest amount regularly, it would quickly make a significant difference. Please consider what you 
might be able to contribute—whether a one-off gift or a regular donation—so that together we 
can safeguard our church buildings for the years ahead. 
 

Donate a Slate 
 

One optional way to think about giving is in ‘slates’: the cost of replacing a single slate is 
about £20. If you are able, you might like to contribute in multiples of £20 (for example 1 
slate = £20, 5 slates = £100). Of course, any amount—large or small—will help, and every 
gift moves us forward.  Please remember if you use the gift aid scheme the government 
gives us your tax back and that pays the VAT                                                            
 

Paul MacPherson           April 2026 


